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Guidelines for authors 
Thank you for agreeing to submit an article to the journal of the Association for Soil 
Bioengineering. Articles published in our journal provide readers with specialist 
knowledge for their daily work in the field of soil bioengineering. We kindly ask you to 
adhere to the guidelines below when preparing your manuscript. 
 
Publication conditions 
• Submitted articles must not have been published elsewhere in the same 

form. 
• The editorial team reserves the right to edit submissions. 
• There is no right to publication of an article. 
• By submitting an article, the author confirms that they hold the copyright to 

their contribution, including any images, drawings, plans, maps, sketches, 
and tables, and that the contribution does not infringe on the rights of third 
parties. 

 
Extent 
Articles should not exceed 20’000 characters, excluding illustrations and tables. 
 
Manuscript layout 
• Title 
• Authors 
• Abstract 
• Three to six keywords 
• Main body 
• Acknowledgements (optional) 
• Literature References 
• Contact address: Name and address of the person responsible for 

correspondence (with telephone number and email address) with portrait picture 
of the authors 

• Tables 
• Figures 
• Legends for tables and figures 

Title 
Maximum 85 characters. 
 
Summary 
Length: approx. 200 words. 
 

  

http://www.ingenieurbiologie.ch/
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Main section 
The main section is divided using subheadings. The following structure is 
recommended: 1. Introduction, 2. Materials and methods, 3. Results, 4. Discussion, 
5. Conclusions (other terms may also be used for the subheadings). 
 
Literature References / Bibliography 
Only literature that is cited in the text is listed in the references. The list is sorted 
alphabetically in the first instance and then in ascending order by year. Examples are 
listed below: 

Articles in journals: 
Debaud, J.C., Pepin, R., & Bruchet, G. 1981. Ultrastructure of synthetic ectomycorrhizae in 

Hebeloma alpinum et H. marginatulum de Dryas octopetala. Can. J. Bot. 59: 2160-2166. 
Schaub, D. 1997. Contribution of soil erosion to diffuse substance input into surface waters in 

Switzerland. Mitt. bl. Ingenieurbiologie 2: 4-6. 
Sollins, P., Homann, P., & Caldwell, B.A. 1996. Stabilization and destabilization of soil organic matter: 

mechanism and controls. Geoderma 74: 65-105. 

Books: 
Braun-Blanquet, J. 1964. Plant Sociology: Fundamentals of Vegetation Science (3rd ed.). Springer, 

Vienna. 
Parsons, T.R., Maita, Y., & Lalli, C.M. 1984. A manual of chemical and biological methods for 

seawater analysis. Pergamon Press, Toronto. 

Articles in books or conference proceedings: 
Miller, R.M. & Jastrow, J.D. 1992. The application of VA mycorrhizae to ecosystem restoration and 

reclamation. In: Allen, M.J. (ed.): Mycorrhizal functioning. Chapman and Hall, New York, 438-
467. 

Agerer, R. 1987. The ecologically crucial question of ectomycorrhizas: how to make rhizomorphs. In: 
Sylvia, D.M., Hung, L.L. & Graham, J.H. (Eds.): Proceedings of the 7th North American 
Conference on Mycorrhizae, Gainesville, Fla, 184-185. 

Dissertations: 
Müller, M. 1983. Soil formation on silicate substrates in the alpine zone of the Upper Engadine. 

Dissertation, ETH Zurich, No. 7352, 79 pp. 
 
Citations in the text 
References should be kept to a minimum. The author(s) and year of publication 
should be given in the text. If there are three or more authors, only the first should be 
mentioned, followed by "et al." If several publications by the same authors appeared 
in the same year, they should be numbered in ascending order using lowercase 
letters (Brunner 1996a; Brunner 1996b).References to literature in the text are 
indicated as follows: “As already mentioned by Agerer (1987), ... or ... as confirmed 
by other studies (Sollins et al. 1996)”. 
 
Tables 
The legends for the tables are listed at the end of the manuscript in a separate 
section. In the text, tables are referenced as follows: "Table 3 lists further parameters 
... or ... these differences are clearly evident (Table 1)." 
 
Figures 
Pictures (photos, plans, diagrams) should be delivered individually, i.e., not embedded in 
the text, as JPG, TIFF, EPS, or PDF files (resolution ≥ 300 dpi). The captions for the 
illustrations should be listed at the end of the manuscript in a separate section. The 
caption and illustration should be self-explanatory when viewed together. In the text, 
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illustrations should be referred to as follows: "This aggregate formation can be clearly 
seen in Figure 3 ... or ... both intercellular and intracellular penetrations (Fig. 2)". 
 
Footnotes, symbols 
These should be numbered consecutively (superscript) in the text. The 
corresponding explanations should be placed at the end of the relevant text page. 
Characters or letters should be used for footnotes and symbols in tables, not 
numbers. The corresponding explanations should be given in the legend. The same 
applies to symbols in figures. 
 
Genus/species names 
These appear in italics in the text and should be underlined once in the submitted 
manuscript. Latin names should only be given when first mentioned in the text (Salix 
herbacea L.). Latin names should not be mentioned in the title or abstract. 
 
Submission of the manuscript 
The manuscript should be submitted by email or exchange server: 
• Text: unformatted continuous text (without line breaks) including tables and 

table and figure captions as a Word file (.docx) 
• Line spacing: 1.5 
• Figures as separate files 
The author should mark the location in the text where they would like the tables and 
figures to be placed. The editorial team will decide on the final layout. 
 
Contact 
When submitting the manuscript, a contact address must be provided: 
• Name and address of the person responsible for correspondence (with 

telephone number and email address) 
• A portrait photo of each author 
 
Separate print 
Each main author receives three copies for writing one article per issue (regardless of 
how many articles they were involved in). Each co-author receives one copy. Additional 
copies of the issue can be ordered at the usual price from the association's secretariat. 
Separate prints can be pre-ordered from the responsible editor when submitting the 
manuscript. 
The respective issue containing the articles will also be made available to authors 
free of charge as a PDF file by the secretariat. 
 
Deadlines 
Contributions must be submitted to the editor responsible by the editorial deadline. 
Incomplete manuscripts can only be considered for the current issue if the missing parts 
are submitted immediately and in full. 
 
Responsibility and rights 
The author is responsible for the content of the article. He or she transfers the 
exclusive rights to the article to the Association for Engineering Biology. 
 
Review 
Articles may be proofread by the editorial team for quality assurance purposes and 
amended if necessary. The author will be notified of any changes. 



Guidelines for authors 2026 P a g e  | 4  

 
Online edition 
At the same time as it is printed, the journal is also made available online on the 
association's website. Articles may also be published online on other internet 
platforms. 
 
 
 
Contact address 
For the ISE2026 special edition: 
Giovanni De Cesare 
giovanni.decesar@epfl.ch 
 
Editor in chief of the journal: 
Roland Scheibli 
roland.scheibli@bluewin.ch 
 
 

mailto:giovanni.decesar@epfl.ch
mailto:roland.scheibli@bluewin.ch
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